HEGILDING THE CRESCENT
present Sultan. " Now then," said one of these
rogues to his fellow, " we shall have a Government
at last. You always know, when you are up to
any mischief, that there is a bayonet behind you.
It is well!'5
If these are the sentiments of the unruly
element, what of those who have everything to
gain, and nothing to lose, by the maintenance of
law and order? The drawn sword stands for
security, and, as such, the Turks honour it.
Throughout the history of the Empire, it is the
army which has been the controlling factor. It
can hardly be said, in view of the history of the
past two years, that we have appreciably improved
on the days when Lady Mary Wortley Montagu
(1716) wrote:
"The Grand Seigneur . . . trembles at a
janizary's frown."
The janissaries were annihilated and exist only
as a memory, but once again it was the army that
decided the destinies of Turkey, and there was,
it can hardly be denied, some foundation for the
bitter protest made by Kiamil Pacha, when he
resigned the seals of office for the last time, that
the country had returned to janissary rule. On
the other hand, it would be utterly untrue to
Suggest that the army betrayed the trust reposed
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